
 
 

October 9, 2014 



 In the 2014 session, the Legislature passed 
E2SSB 6552 that directed the State Board of 
Education to adopt rules to implement the 
Career- and College-Ready Graduation 
Requirements.  

 The Board adopted rules to E2SSB 6552 on 
July 10, 2014.  

 



 

 The Washington State Board of Education revised 
high school graduation requirements to better 
prepare students for life after high school – in 
gainful employment, postsecondary education 
and citizenship.  

 While students need core knowledge to be 
productive, engaged citizens who can adapt to 
new challenges and circumstances, they also 
need the opportunity to pursue postsecondary 
pathways that align with their interests and 
passions and lead to careers.  



 
 Equity: State graduation requirements establish credit 

standards for all Washington students. All students need 
the opportunity and the access to choose among a full 
range of postsecondary pathways, including career and 
technical certificates and degrees and four-year and post-
baccalaureate degrees. Without uniform standards, some 
students in the state will have access and others will not.  

 
 Competition: Other states and countries have more 

rigorous credit and course standards. Washington 
students will be competing for jobs in a global economy; 
our students should have equal opportunities as students 
from other states and countries. 



 Preparation: Washington is one of the top five 
states in the percentage of jobs requiring a 
postsecondary education; if we want our 
students to be prepared for the jobs in our 
own workforce, they must be ready for 
postsecondary education when they exit high 
school. More than 50 percent of recent high 
school graduates need to take pre-college 
math when they attend community or 
technical colleges. This wastes student time, 
and wastes student and taxpayer money.  
 



 
 All students should earn certain foundational high school course 

credits to meet the intent of basic education.  
 In the 21st century, all students need Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math (STEM) skills. Three credits of math and 
three credits of science are foundational course credits.  

 High school electives are important, allowing choice in course-
taking, and providing the opportunity to explore a range of fields 
of knowledge and pursue particular postsecondary pathways.  

 Every student should have a High School and Beyond Plan by 
ninth grade or earlier, upon which all course-taking decisions 
will be based; the plan may evolve if the student’s interest and 
goals change.  

 All students should be preparing for their lives after high school. 
Each student’s High School and Beyond Plan should identify a 
postsecondary pathway.  
 



 Personalized postsecondary pathways are 
locally determined, but should include, at 
least, the opportunity to:  
◦ To pursue a professional/technical certificate or 

degree at a community or technical college.  

◦ To pursue a four-year degree at a college, 
university, or college transfer program. Students’ 
high school classes should align with the 
Washington Student Achievement Council’s College 
Admission Standards.  

 



Subject Requirements of the Classes of 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 

English 4 

Mathematics 3 

Social Studies 3 

Science 2 

Occupational Education 1 

Health and Fitness 2 

Visual or Performing Arts 1 

Culminating Project (last year: 2015) 0.5 

Electives 5.5 

Total Credits 22 





 Removal of 150 instructional hours for credit 
definition 

 “Two for one” 
◦ Students who take CTE-equivalent courses may 

satisfy two graduation requirements while earning 
one credit for a single course. 

 High school classes offered at the middle 
school. 

 Competency based credit (world languages) 



 Local waiver of two credits 
◦ Up to two credits could be waived by local 

administrators for students who have failed a class and 
taken the appropriate credit recovery classes to regain 
the credit. 

 Online classes and Summer School 

 Super FTE options 
◦ Skill Centers and Running Start 

 Seven period day with the current school day. 

 Seven period day – inclusive of before and after 
school options, using the credit for competency 
option. 

 

 



 
 The 24 credit Career- and College-Ready Framework will be 

implemented for the graduating Class of 2019.  
 Individual school districts that need extra time to implement 

shall be granted one or two-year extensions by applying to the 
State Board of Education.  

 The content of the third credit of math and science become 
student choices, based on the student’s High School and Beyond 
Plan, with the approval of a counselor, principal, parent, or 
guardian.  

 The culminating project is eliminated as a high school 
graduation requirement for the graduating Class of 2015 and 
beyond.  

 Districts must adopt written policies to waive two credits of the 
24 credits for individual students, based on “unusual 
circumstances.” WSSDA must develop a model policy by June 30, 
2015.  
 



 The 24-credit framework was designed to be 
both rigorous and flexible.  

 The pathway for most students will keep all 
postsecondary options open, including meeting 
the college admission requirements for entry into 
a public four-year institution or pursuing a 
program of study in a two-year institution or 
apprenticeship.  

 The framework is flexible enough to 
accommodate a program of study leading to a 
professional or technical certificate or degree 
through a skills center or Career and Technical 
Education program.  



 

 

 

Questions? 


